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Thankful 
By: Chief John Sinclair  

 

The holiday season is filled with reminders of how lucky we all are; each of us has much to 

be thankful for.  I am thankful to be here with you and writing this column, thankful in many 

ways actually. This is my list…   

I am grateful the commissioners continue to allow me to serve as the fire chief for this wonderful organization.  Working with 

each of you is truly an honor and pleasure.  I go out on calls and watch you work with such skill, expertise, courage, and tenaci-

ty… but most of all, compassion and empathy.  For the admin personnel that work in our office, I watch as they treat the public 

with dignity and respect and once again; compassion and empathy.   Each member of our current KVFR family is truly a selfless 

individual that is striving to be a public servant.  You represent the best of humanity.  Thank you.   

This time last year I was sick and for a while and thought I had cancer.  I am incredibly thankful it was not cancer.  Turns out it 

was an acute case of prostatitis.  I can assure you there is nothing cute about a prostate infection, but it is much better than can-

cer.  I have a clean bill of health from my urologist, but it was a scary time.  Please make sure you are getting all of your recom-

mended checkups.   

I am thankful that I was able to work with and become friends with two great fire service leaders and a great firefighter before 

their un-timely deaths.  Chief Alan Brunacini changed the fire service in North America.  I saw him just a couple weeks before he 

died this fall.  While I never worked directly for Chief Brunacini he and I had the opportunity to teach together many times.  He 

was one of my mentors and a friend.   

Firefighter, Paramedic, Lieutenant, Captain, and Commissioner Scott Hammond was also a friend and a mentor who died way 

too soon.  While Scott’s impact wasn’t throughout North America, it was certainly felt throughout Washington State.  Scott was 

an empathic EMS educator that helped to pioneer Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS) here in Washington and he served 

as National Faculty.  He also championed Critical Incident Stress Management.  I was lucky enough to teach with Scott in nearly 

every county here in Washington and many in Oregon.  He also created an EMS Stressbuster talk that he delivered to any audi-

ence of at least two people.  Scott understood early on this is a profession that causes emotional wounds.  His work on behavior-

al health issues affecting EMS and Fire Service providers laid the foundation for what we have today.  As a fire commissioner, he 

put the firefighters first, with the taxpayer a close second.  He was also an innovator that was willing to take a chance.  Thank 

you Scott, for all you did.   

Firefighter Randy Brunson also left us too soon this year.  Randy showed courage and determination in the face of a terrible dis-

ease.  He was a volunteer firefighter that served the community for all the right reasons; to be a help his neighbors.  

I am thankful that other members of our KVFR Family touched by cancer or other disease are still with us.  None of us really 

knows the struggles that others face unless you are close friends or family.  I would urge each of us to remember the Henry Da-

vid Thoreau quote; “The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.”   A little empathy and compassion for those you work will 

go a long way as we enter 2018 and close out 2017.   
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I am thankful that we were spared a large wildland fire here in KVFR this year.  We had many fires in the County and obviously, 

the Jolly Mt. Fire affected us, but we kept our fires small.  This is due to your wonderful dedication and immediate response.   

I am thankful the citizens of Kittitas approved the annexation into KVFR at 77.25% and the KVFR voters approved at 87.87%.   

This is going to allow us to improve the response to the citizens of Kittitas and it removes a liability to the district and reduces 

the stress on the duty officers.  There won’t be a decision of go-no go, from here on out because everyone is our citizen.   I am 

also thankful we live in a community that listens and participates in our local democratic process.  They ask hard questions, as 

they should.  They expect us to be able to answer those questions.  Think about this; 87.87% mean nearly nine out of ten peo-

ple voted in our favor.  Three out of four people in Kittitas voted in favor of this knowing their taxes would likely go up.  That is 

a good report card.  I am thankful that the voters reelected Commissioner Clerf and Commissioner Houser again.   

It has been a great year for me professionally.  I was able to serve as the President of the International Association of Fire 

Chiefs, I am thankful the Board allowed me to do so.  Because of that experience, I was able to learn a great deal and make 

some positive changes.  During that year, I testified before Congress on three separate occasions.  There are many changes 

coming straight at us as an organization.  They could affect our funding, our future benefits, and laws are constantly changing.   

My efforts were to have the people in Washington, DC understand our needs.  It also gave me tools to help the District over-

come future challenges.   

I want to end this, in the same way I started; by thanking each of you.  Every commissioner, firefighter, officer and administra-

tive member of this great organization is simply awesome.  We are all coming to work or responding on the call with a serv-

ant’s heart.   

December will bring new challenges, but I know we can overcome them.  By staying strong and staying together as families, 

do.  Have a great holiday season.  I hope Santa brings you all that you deserve and want.  One final reminder, if over the 

course of the holiday season, you find yourself in need of a ride, because you imbibed too much, call me.  509-856-7714. I will 

make sure you get home safely.    

John 

NEXT COMMISSIONER MEETING IS:   

December  11, 2017, 1000 Hours @ KVFR 

*** Note the new time **** 

400 East Mountain View.  
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Reviewed Responses Through 

October  2017 

KVFR October YTD 

Fire 12 147 

EMS 267 2720 

False Alarm 23 184 

Good Intent 27 180 

Hazard – no fire 15 112 

Service 12 79 

Other 3 24 

TOTALS 359 3446 

 

DEPUTY CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

By Deputy Chief Elliott 

Operations:  

 The weather seems to be all over the map which historically has created 

significant spikes in call volume (cold/warm, wet/dry, foggy/clear) – poor 

visibility, road conditions, falls, heating related fires, etc… We ask that 

when service demands peak, you keep us in mind and that you exercise 

caution when responding.  

 Our operational pace has picked up – on pace for a moderate increase over 2016. The only silver lining in that is that 

our transfers continue to trend down which has actually reduced our out of service times.  

EMS: 

 We have addresses that seem to generate significant EMS demand. Our providers then refer those circumstances 

into our Community Paramedicine Program and we work with the patient and/or family to try and find a better situ-

ation or support services. It can be frustrating but we are working the problem behind the scenes.  

Training/Prevention: 

 We continue to see three primary and preventable causes of fires in our community: unattended cooking, overload-

ed electrical, and chimney / woodstoves. The chimney and electrical issues are a matter of proper installation, 

maintenance and use. Please be an advocate in your home, business and in the community, we have had a number 

of close calls recently and have managed to avoid significant property loss and injury  

Miscellaneous: 

St 22 – building is closed in – some site work continuing – waiting on electrician, insulation and then sheetrock – Feb 

2018? 

St 21 – plans have been updated and we are working with the Commissioners on potential financing plans.  
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Training and Safety Notes 

     December 2017 

Our Recruit class for 2018 will be starting mid-January.  We completed orientation 
before Thanksgiving and conducted interviews the last two days. With Recruit 
Class coming up, it will be a great opportunity for personnel that are working on 
their volunteer Task Books or anyone else wanting some extra drill time to attend 
any of the sessions.  I will attach the Recruit Class schedule to the January news-
letter.   
 
I am still looking for photos of KVFR personnel for the annual slide show at the appreciation dinner. We will be sending 
out call volume and training hour reports the first week of December. If you find yourself a little short on training 
hours or responses for 2017, give me a call and we can schedule makeup opportunities. 
 
If you are an EMT please make sure you have completed all of your 2017 OTEP modules including the three online 
units. 
 
We are officially into that time of year where the road conditions can change in a matter of minutes or from one sec-
tion of road to another. Remember we can’t help anyone if we don’t get to the incident and back safely. Don’t forget 
your retro-reflective vests when responding to any incidents on or near roadways and also increase your warning de-
vice distance due to increased stopping distance and reduced visibility. Try to reduce forcing drivers to make sudden 
adjustments whenever possible. Enjoy the Holidays with your families and friends. Please be safe traveling the roads 
this winter.  

 
PLEASE, REMEMBER TO BRING ALL OF YOUR EQUIPMENT INCLUDING PAGERs TO YOUR 2nd 
DECEMBER DRILL. 

December Drills: (Volunteer Insurance presentation, HAZMAT, SCBA Fit Test, Bunker gear inspection, 

and Apparatus Inventory) 

 1st Drill:  SCBA Fit Test, Insurance presentation, HAZMAT 

               START TIME: 1800@ St. 29  

 2nd Drill: SCBA Quarterly, Bunker gear inspection, Apparatus and Pager Inventory 

 OTEP: Module 18, Dec. 19, at St. 29 @ 1900 

 OTEP Makeup: Saturday, December 2nd – RSVP Required by 11/30 

      M13, M14, & M15  
      9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
      Cle Elum Fire Department 
      301 Pennsylvania Ave. 
      Ray Risdon, EMT, SEI 
 

 OTEP Makeup: Contact Chief Elliott if needed 
  
 Christmas: December 25th (Don’t forget your significant other’s gift) 
 
 TRAINING/CERTIFICATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 EMT Class: Starts in January, stop by and pick up an application if you are interested.  
 



 5 

DRILL SCHEDULE:  

1st Drill: 

 

Company:   Date:  Time:   Location:   

Fairview   Dec. 4  1800-2100  St. 29 

Westside/Reecer Cr.  Dec. 5   1800-2100  St. 29 

Badger Pocket   Dec. 4  1800-2100  St. 29  

*Denmark   Dec. 4  1800-2100  St. 29 

Broadview    Dec. 5  1800-2100  St. 29 

 

Makeup    Dec. 6  1800-2100  St. 29 

* Please attend whatever night works for your schedule.  

** The makeup session on Wednesday night will not include the Insurance presentation. 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

What:  The Annual  Appreciation Banquet  

When:  January 26, 2018   

  Social Hour: 6:00pm 

  Dinner: 7:00pm 

Where:  Kittitas Valley Event Center 

  

  The Armory 

 

 

 

 


